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Transient behaviour is a key parameter for the vehicular application of proton-exchange membrane
(PEM) fuel cell. The goal of this presentation is to construct better control technology to increase the
dynamic performance of a PEM fuel cell. The PEM fuel cell model comprises a compressor, an injection
pump, a humidifier, a cooler, inlet and outlet manifolds, and a membrane-electrode assembly. The model
includes the dynamic states of current, voltage, relative humidity, stoichiometry of air and hydrogen,
cathode and anode pressures, cathode and anode mass flow rates, and power. Anode recirculation is also
included with the injection pump, as well as anode purging, for preventing anode flooding. A steady-state,
isothermal analytical fuel cell model is constructed to analyze the mass transfer and water transportation
in the membrane. In order to prevent the starvation of air and flooding in a PEM fuel cell, time delay
control is suggested to regulate the optimum stoichiometry of oxygen and hydrogen, even when there
are dynamical fluctuations of the required PEM fuel cell power. To prove the dynamical performance
improvement of the present method, feed-forward control and Linear Quadratic Gaussian (LQG) control
with a state estimator are compared. Matlab/Simulink simulation is performed to validate the proposed
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1. Introduction

Fuel cells provide environmentally friendly, high-efficiency
power sources without the Carnot limitation of efficiency. The
proton-exchange membrane fuel cell (PEMFC) is one of the most
promising candidates for hybrid road vehicles by virtue of its high
power density, zero pollution, low operating temperature, quick
start-up capability, and long life.

There are three major subsystems in a typical pure hydrogen
fuel cell system, namely: air supply, fuel supply and recirculation,
and water and thermal management (including humidification and
purge.) Flow rates and pressures are controlled to avoid oxygen
starvation, water flooding of the membrane, and excessive auxiliary
power consumption by the air supply subsystem. Anode recircula-
tion is used to reduce hydrogen waste, maintain a pressure differ-
ence between anode and cathode minimal, and run the fuel in the
anode to obtain better water management. The dynamic response
of the fuel cell system is important for vehicular applications where
power demand fluctuates and where the fuel cell and other subsys-
tems do not usually operate at the optimum steady-states designed
by the manufacturer. Therefore, constructing a precise PEM fuel cell
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dynamical model is crucial, in addition to adopting a robust control
technique, to meet the power fluctuation requirements.

A number of fuel cell models have been devised to predict polar-
ization [1-5]. While providing good understanding of the fuel cell
fundamentals, these contributions at the cell level are not suitable
for the study of control. Compared with these steady-state stud-
ies, few dynamic models of fuel cell systems have been published
[6-11]. Pukrushpan et al.[12] developed a system-level model that
included a compressor, a supply and return manifolds, humidifier,
and anode and cathode channels. This model is used for the air sys-
tem control without including anode recirculation. He used linear
quadratic regulation (LQR) optimal control theory to increase the
transient performance; however, the control requires an observer
and lengthy linearization process, and only regulation of the oxy-
gen ratio was discussed in the study. The linear model has also
been used; however, it is not sufficient for application in the non-
linear PEMFC model. In addition to the linear analysis, increasingly
adaptive and intelligent controllers have been designed for fuel cell
application. Schumacher et al. [13] presented a fuzzy logic con-
troller for a miniature PEMFC. Hasikos et al. [14] applied a neural
network in the robust control of hydrogen utilization with oxy-
gen stoichiometry regulation. Shen et al. [15] designed an adaptive
fuzzy controller for temperature control in a molten carbonate fuel
cell (MCFC) stack. Model-predictive control has also been used for
the power tracking of a fuel cell [16]. Most studies have focused on
airflow control, temperature control, or power optimization. Bao et
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Nomenclature

system matrix or area (m?2)

B constant or state matrix

B* pseudo-inverse of B matrix

B estimation of B matrix

C concentration or state matrix

d disturbance

D state matrix

e error vector

Enernst Nernst instantaneous voltage (V)

f non-linear function

f estimation of function f

F feedback gain matrix or Faraday constant (C mol~!)

h unknown disturbance vector

I current (A)

J current density (Am~2) or performance index or
rotational inertia (kg m?)

k nozzle constant

K gain matrix

L time delay (s)

m mass (kg)

M molar mass (kg mol~1)

n number of cells

N number of poles

P pressure (Pa)

q molar flow (mol s—1) or converted mass flow rate in
the injection pump (m3s-1)

Q weighting matrix

m resistivity (€2 m)

R weighting matrix

Rc contact resistance (£2)

Rcomp  compressor resistance (£2)

Rm equivalent membrane impedance (£2)

Rohmic  internal ohmic resistance (£2)

t Time (s)

T Temperature (K)

Ts sampling time (s)

u control input or injection coefficient

Vorv  voltage (V)

Vact activation overvoltage (V)

Veonc concentration overvoltage (V)

Vonmic  ohmic overvoltage (V)

w noise variable

w mass flow rate (kgs—1)

X state variable or state vector

X state vector derivative with time

y control output

y observer output

z performance or observer state matrix

Greek symbols

1% specific heat ratio

1) water content of the membrane

£ relative density

{ constants utilized in modeling of activation voltage

n efficiency

A converted adiabatic velocity (ms—!) or stoichiome-
try

& damping ratio

I pressure ratio

o density (kgm—3)

T torque (Nm~1)

® velocity correction coefficient

D magnetic flux (Wb)

1) relative humidity

w angular velocity (rads~1)

wn natural frequency (s 1)
Superscripts and subscripts

a air

an anode

atm atmosphere

C compressed flow in the injection pump
ca cathode

comp  compressor

cooler cooler

diff difference

e error

fc fuel cell stack

gen generation

H pumped flow in the injection pump
H, hydrogen

humid humidifier

im inlet manifold

in inlet

1 liquid

m model reference

memb membrane

N, nitrogen

nozzle nozzle

0, oxygen

om outlet manifold

out outlet

P pumping flow in the injection pump
PH ratio between pumping flow and pumped flow
pump injection pump

purge  purge

react reaction

recircle recirculation

sat saturation

T transpose

* target value

al. [17] developed multiple input-output controllers for increasing
transient PEM fuel cell dynamic response. Model-predictive control
was suggested for the non-linear PEM fuel cell model; however,
prolonged training of the neural model is required to render the
method practical. Moreover, fuzzy or neural controllers are based
on the linear model and disturbance or time varying parameters
such as change in temperature cannot be eliminated effectively.
There are currently only a few reports that pertain to robust PEMFC
control.

Compared with the above use of fuzzy or LQR controls to regu-
late oxygen and hydrogen stoichiometry, this investigation focuses
on improving the transient behaviour of a PEMFC by applying the
robust control method. As the problem of regulating oxygen and
hydrogen stoichiometry requires encompassing modeling uncer-
tainty or variation of PEMFC system parameters due to variations in
the operating environment, a more robust or variation-free control
technique is essential. A method used to meet the above conditions
is time delay control (TDC) [18-20]. This technique can render the
state variables to follow accurately the reference dynamics by uti-
lizing plant input and output information within a few sampling
periods. It can adapt the control input into the reference dynamics
even with varying plant parameters or disturbance to the system.
The TDC technique does not require gain-phase adjustments nor
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Fig. 1. Configuration of PEM fuel cell system.

does it track the control variable in the manner of most control
algorithms. Since the job of non-linear PEMFC dynamic model iden-
tifying in real-time basis is not necessary in TDC, its logic is simpler
and more compact in comparison with other control algorithms.
Furthermore, it has the advantage of an available controller design,
even when the exact PEMFC dynamics are not ready or when the
model dynamics error cannot affect control performance.

2. Fuel cell system model

A diagram of the air supply system, hydrogen supply and recir-
culation subsystem in a PEMFC is shown in Fig. 1. This is the
prototype of a high-pressure fuel cell system (FCS) (80 kW stack)
in a Korean fuel cell hybrid sports utility vehicle (SUV) [21]. A com-
pressor driven by a motor is used to obtain the proper airflow. At
the end of the outlet manifold in the cathode, a proportional back-
pressure valve enables regulation of the cathode pressure. In the
anode loop, an injection pump enables anode recirculation. The
characteristics of the injection pump can be changed by regulating
the pressure of the pumping flow with a proportional pressure reg-
ulator. At the end of the anode outlet is a purge valve. As shown in
Fig. 1, the filled blocks, including the compressor, cathode inlet and
outlet manifolds, and lumped anode and cathode volumes, domi-
nate transient behaviour. Considering the relatively small volume
of anode inlet and outlet manifolds and the small pressure drop in
the anode loop, all volumes are combined into one lumped volume.
Since the temperature of the air leaving the compressor is very high,
acooler is necessary to decrease the inlet temperature of the mem-
brane. The study assumes that the membrane electrode assembly
(MEA) temperature is 80 °C, which has been observed in most PEM-
FCs. A steady-state, isothermal analytical fuel cell model is also
adopted to analyze the mass transfer and water transportation
in the membrane. A dynamical PEMFC model is justified because
thermal dynamic behaviour has slower dynamics compared with
mass flow or water transportation dynamics. As the temperature
fluctuation in most MEAs is 4°C [22], the thermal effect can be
ignored.

2.1. PEM fuel cell stack

Most fuel cell models that describe the physical behaviour of a
PEMFC are represented either by empirical equations fitted to the
curve of the polarization characteristics or by computational fluid
dynamics (CFD) to solve the transport of mass and charges. The
former can be used to describe a steady-state behaviour but lacks
the full dynamics that are complemented by reflecting the double-
layer capacitor [23]. These models do not provide the gas dynamics
dominant along the flow paths.

CFD-based models have been widely employed to analyze phys-
ical phenomena in a single cell; however, they are limited to

representing dynamic characteristics in conjunction with compo-
nents of the balance-of-plant (BOP) used for the analysis of power
system. Consequently, a dynamical model is necessary. Thus, the
present study includes water balance in the membrane and BOP
characteristics.

A cell is constructed by individual model layers. Of these lay-
ers, three obtain a current-voltage static relationship in a cell: the
ohmic overpotential in the membrane, the activation overpotential
in the catalyst on the cathode side, and the concentration overpo-
tential. The voltage drop for a cell is dependent on the reactant
partial pressure and membrane water content [24], i.e.,

Vic = ENernst — Vact — Vconc — Vonmic (1)
The Nernst’s instantaneous voltage can be written as [1]
Enernst = 1.229 — (8.5 x 1074)T — 298.15 +4.308 x 1074 x T
x In(Py, + 0.5Po,) (2)

The molar flow of hydrogen that reacts in order to meet the load
change can be found as

_ Ifc
2 = 3 A (3)

The following expression gives the activation overvoltage occur-
ring in a PEMFC system [4]:

Vact = &1 + & T + &3T(In(Ig.)) + £4(In Co, ) (4)

InEq. (4), the concentration of dissolved oxygen at the gas/liquid
interface can be defined by a Henry’s law expression of the form:

Po
= T (5)
5.08 x 10°exp(—=F°)

Co,

Ohmic overvoltage in fuel cell system is the measure of the I x V
voltage drop associated with the proton conductivity of the poly-
mer electrolyte and electronic internal resistances. Thus, the ohmic
overvoltage in a fuel cell can be represented as:

Rm = I X Rohmic = Ife X (Rm + Rc) (6)
The equivalent membrane impedance can be expressed in
Ohm’s law as:

_rmxl
R = 7 %)
The resistivity of a Nafion type of proton-exchange membrane
can be calculated from Eq. (7) as [25]:

181.6[1+0.03 J +0.062 x (55)° x J25

 [6-0.634—3 J]exp [4.18 x (T — 32)] v

'm
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The concentration overvoltage can be expressed as:

I 9)

]max

Vconc =B x 1[1(1 —

Finally, the voltage of a fuel cell stack formed by n cells con-
nected in is given by:

Vstack = N x Vi (10)
2.2. Air flow system

The air supply system consists of a compressor, cooler, humid-
ifier, and manifolds for the inlet and outlet. The outlet of a
compressor driven by an electric motor is connected to the cooler,
humidifier, and an inlet of flow channels through pipes. In this
study, the humidifier is simplified into an ideal one without any
associated dynamics and energy losses.

The compressor is constructed with an impeller driven by an
electric motor. The dynamic response of the blower is described by
the inertia of the motor and impeller, and the torque produced by
the motor. Hence, the torque produced by the motor, Tcomp, is a
function of the stator resistance, Rcomp, the magnetic flux constant,
Dcomp, and the number of the poles, Ncomp, with the stator voltage
Veomp. Therefore, the flow rate (Weomp) can be controlled by the
voltage of the motor, veomp [22], i.€.,

dwcomp _ 1 - B Weomp APcomplcomp (11)
dt Jecomp comp Ncomp Pamb@Pcomp
3/ NcompPcomp ) ¢comp
— > ( 12
comp nCOmp 2 2 Rcomp ( )

Ncomp
Tcomp = |Vcomp — 5

) qbwmpwcomp} X Toomp (13)

The parameters for the compressor are derived by characteristic
data and specifications, which usually include both flow parameter
and overall efficiency versus the head parameter [26]. The relation
between compressor speed, downstream pressure, and compressor
airflow rate is governed by the compressor flow map.

The compressed airflow enters through the inlet manifold and
influences the changes in the pressure inside the inlet manifold
through mass and energy conservation laws.

dmy
dlm = Wcomp - Win,out (14)
t
dm; Ra
d;m = J‘//17m (WcompTcomp - Win,outTim) (15)

The change in inlet manifold pressure affects the rate of air
entering the stack cathode through the linear nozzle equation,
where kj, is the inlet manifold nozzle constant.

Wim = Kim(pim —pca) (16)

The temperature of the air in the inlet manifold is typically
higher due to the high temperature of air leaving the compres-
sor (over 100°C), which degrades the fuel cell performance [21].
To prevent further malfunction to the fuel cell membrane, the air
needs to be cooled down to the stack operating temperature. In this
study, an ideal cooler is assumed to keep the temperature of the air
entering the stack at Tcyo1er =80°C. It is also assumed that there
is no pressure drop in the cooler. As temperature change effects
gas humidity the relative humidity of the gas exiting the cooler is
obtained as:

Pcooler®atmPsat(Tatm)
= (17)
¢cooler patmpsat(tcooler)

where ¢am = 0.5 is the assumed ambient air relative humidity and
Dsat(T;) is the vapour saturation pressure at a gas temperature T;.

Airflow from the cooler should be humidified before entering
the stack since the cooler condenses vapour to lower the relative
humidity. A static model of the humidifier is used to calculate the
change in air humidity. The temperature of the airflow is assumed
to be constant. Based on the condition of the flow exiting the cooler,
the vapour pressure is determined by:

Dv,cooler = ¢coolerpsat(Tcooler) (18)
The vapour pressure can be calculated as:
Wy humiaMa
Dy, humid = Wpa,cooler (19)

The humidifier exit flow relative humidity can be obtained as:

Py, humid
Phumid = = (20)
umt psat(Tcooler)
The humidity exit flow rate is governed by the mass continuity:
Whumid = Wa,cooler + Wv,humid (21)

As the flow leaving the humidifier enters the fuel cell cathode, it
is referred to as cathode inlet flow. The rate of this air flow into the
cathode affects the oxygen level in the cathode and thereby affects
both stack voltage and stack power output. The dynamics of the
oxygen level in the cathode is governed by the mass conservation
law. There are three states in the cathode volume model: the oxy-
gen mass Mo, ca, the nitrogen mass my, c, and the vapour mass nyca.
Their state equations are:

dmo,ca

dtz = Wozca,in - Wozca,out - WOZ,reaCt (22)
dmN
Tca = WNzca,in — Wijca,out (23)
dm

d;ca = Wicain = Wica,out + Wica,gen + Wy memb — Wi caour  (24)

The oxygen partial pressure which affects the stack voltage can
be calculated from these states using the ideal gas law. The amount
of oxygen reacted or used in the reaction, Wo, react, is a function of
the stack current It., which is considered as the disturbance input.

nl
W02,1'eact = M02 T;f (25)

The function in the linear nozzle equation is in the same form
as Eq. (16), where komout is the outlet manifold nozzle constant,
and pca and pom are the cathode and the outlet manifold pressure,
respectively. In this study, pom is assumed to be 1 atm.

Wom,out = Kom,out(Pca — Pom) (26)

From the above equations, the electrical current drawn from
the stack will cause the oxygen partial pressure to drop inside the
cathode volume. This reduces the stack efficiency and increases the
risk of oxygen starvation. To replenish the oxygen, the compressor
has to increase the airflow to the inlet manifold. But, the cathode
oxygen cannot be replenished instantaneously since the dynamics
of the compressor, inlet manifold and cathode volume are affected.
The outlet manifold valve opening can be used to alter the cathode
oxygen transient response by closing it down or opening up during
transients.

2.3. Hydrogen flow system

The anode flow system is different from the cathode flow sys-
tem since the hydrogen is delivered through an injection pump
with an expansion section. In this study, hydrogen is supplied to
the anode of the fuel cell through a hydrogen tank. The pumping
flow rate can be instantaneously adjusted through a valve to main-
tain the minimum pressure difference between the cathode and the
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Fig. 2. Matlab/Simulink model of PEM fuel cell system.

anode. Hydrogen recirculation is also utilized to reduce hydrogen
usage. While pumping flow crosses via a nozzle, the pumped flow is
inhaled into the receiving chamber. During the mix of the pumping
flow and the pumped flow, energy and momentum are exchanged
and result in a compressed flow in the mixing chamber. Since the
pressure difference between the pumping flow and pumped flow
in the anode recirculation loop is small, the non-linear relationship
in the following equation can be obtained through the conservation
of mass and energy momentum theorem [27].

Pc—Py _ Ppfp1 5
Py K. Puafps TPH

pe fe1 o )»PH]
Eps —-05)— ——u“+ —
) { (2004 ),OH fz—fm Y195 e

1 Pr fp1 2
— Ep« (a — 05) EE(‘I +u) (27)

The above equation can be simplified as:

w { kan,pump(Pca — Pan)  ifPpca > Pan (28)
an,pump = .
kan,recircle(pan —Pca) ifpca < Pan

where kan,pump and Kap, recircle are the nozzle coefficient from pump-
ing flow into the anode section and the coefficient from pumped
flow into the anode, respectively. The hydrogen is usually supplied
from the injection pump into the anode; however, if the anode pres-
sure is larger than that of the cathode pressure, then recirculation
begins.

Impurities gradually accumulate in the cells near the fuel
exhaust outlet. Proper management is required to provide enough
hydrogen fuel for these particular anodes to perform the electro-
chemical reaction. Periodical purging or continuous exhaustrelease
isrequired for diluting or refreshing the exhaust build-up, although
a stack may be claimed as a dead-end structure. In this study,
periodical purging is adopted to release accumulated water or
impurities, including hydrogen. For the purge analysis, the follow-

ing equation can be used:

Wan,purge = Kan,purge(Pan — Patm) (29)

Similar to the cathode flow model, hydrogen partial pressure
and anode flow humidity are determined by balancing the mass
flow of hydrogen and vapour in the anode.

de
d_tzan = WHzan,in - WHzan,out - WHz,react (30)
dm
d:ca = Wuan,in - ann,out - Wy,memb - Wl,an,out (31)
In above equation, the following equations are used:
WHzan,out = Wan,purge (32)
Wh,an,in = Wan,pump (33)

The configuration diagram for the PEMFC model constructed
with Matlab/Simulink is given in Fig. 2. Experimental validation
for the model can be referred to in Ref. [11].

3. Flow control

The focus of the air supply system in a FCS is to avoid oxy-
gen starvation and to respond to the immediate power demand
requirement. Corresponding to a specific electrode load, the exces-
sive amount of reactant is described by the stoichiometric ratio,
which is the ratio of the reactant supplied to the reactant used. As
the dominant consumer of auxiliary power, the compressor is the
only parasitic unit described in this study. With increasing air stoi-
chiometric ratio and corresponding pressure, the stack gross power
improves and the compressor consumption increases. This trade-
off and the steady-state optimum operation conditions have been
analyzed in detail [28]. As the net power increases, the optimum
pressure continually rises and the optimum air stoichiometric ratio
shows a non-monotonous trend. Here, the desired air stoichiome-
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try is chosen to be constant (air stoichiometry =2), which has been
found to yield maximum fuel cell power [12].

In addition to avoiding fuel waste and humidifying the hydro-
gen, maintaining the pressure difference between the anode and
cathode is another task for the fuel supply and recirculation subsys-
tem because frequent changes in pressure difference will damage
the membrane.

The control problem for the highly non-linear model is to obtain
good transient and steady performance. This must include opti-
mum air stoichiometry and no pressure difference between the
anode the cathode.

3.1. Feedfoward control

In order to achieve the above objectives, static feedfoward (FF)
control can be used to achieve the desired operation. The target dry
air flow rate can be obtained by:

}\Ozlfcha

Wcompressor = m (34)
A, IfenM
Wy = 2l (35)

The control input of the compressor motor, Veomp, can be
obtained from the power balance between the compressor and the
motor. The FF controller is obtained by simulating various operat-
ing conditions. After interpolating the input voltage of vcomp, Vnozzles
which satisfies the Egs. (34) and (35), the final FF controller is
obtained. This is an easy and rapid calculation process with sev-
eral simulations; however, it has a disadvantage in that its transient
response shows poor performance in regulating the desired param-
eters because it is an open-loop system. The advantage of the FF
controller is that it is easy to implement and covers the fuel cell
system with certain level of non-linearity.

3.2. LQG control with Kalman estimator

The dynamic non-linear model for air stream, hydrogen flow
with recirculation, and anode purging in a PEMFC system is
described as:

X=fx, u,w), U= [Vcomp: Vnozztel" (36)
w =l (37)
X = [@comp, Mo, , MN, » Myap,ca, MH, , Pca]T (38)

z=[ho,, Pair]" (39)

¥ = [Vie, Weomp]" (40)

The purpose of the LQG controller is to track the control inputs
under the disturbance of change in stack current. The controller
should also preserve the desired oxygen stoichiometry and trans-
form the pressure difference between cathode and anode to zero. As
the outputs of stack voltage, vg., and compressor flow rate, Weomp,
are easily measured, their values are directly fed back by the LQG
gain K from the Matlab control toolbox, i.e.,

K =lgr(A,B,C",Q,C,R) (41)

J= / (82T Q8Z + SuTRSu)dt (42)
0

In the above equations, the oxygen stoichiometry tracking value
is 2, and the pressure difference between the anode and the cath-
ode is set to zero. The state matrices A, B, Cand D are obtained using
linearized operating conditions with It =300 A, vcomp =130V, and
Vnozzle = 128 V. Since the oxygen stoichiometry is difficult to mea-
sure, an estimated value is obtained using a Kalman filter and fed
back into the inputs of Vcomp,Vnozz1e. The Simulink LQG control dia-
gram for the PEMFC model is shown in Fig. 3. The inputs and outputs
canbe selected through port selectors. Since the model is inherently
linear (i.e., obtained from one of the operating points of the PEMFC)
itis difficult to use in satisfying all the operating conditions. There-
fore, a non-linear PEMFC model is necessary to regulate the oxygen
stoichiometry constant and the pressure difference between the
anode and the cathode zero. On the other hand, building the non-
linear model is a lengthy and therefore time-consuming process
[17]; thus, a robust control method that is also easy to implement
inareal-time environment and applicable to the non-linear dynam-
ical system is necessary.

3.3. Time delay control

All state variables and their derivatives are assumed to
be observable and the non-linear time invariant plant can be
expressed as

X =f(x,t)+h(x, t)+B(x, t)u+d (43)

The matrix B(x,t) is assumed to be known. The purpose of TDC is
to design a controller to obtain the required performance under
unknown environments. Therefore, the required performance is
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defined as the reference model as:
Xm = AmXm + Bmr (44)

If e is defined as an error vector between x; and x, then the
desired error dynamic becomes:

e = Ace (45)

If all the eigenvalues of Ae locate on the left half plane, then the
errors will become null as time passes, therefore, the errors will
be asymptotically stable. Using the above equations, the following
equation can be obtained:

B(x, t)u = —f(x,t) — h(x, t) — d + Xm — Aece (46)

As the inverse of B(x,t) exists always, and if the pseudo-inverse
of B is defined as B* =(B"B)~1B7, then an approximated solution of
u(t) can be obtained as:

u=B*(x, t){—f(x,t) — h(x, t) — d + Xm — Ae} (47)

In order to determine whether u as defined by the above expres-
sion could satisfy the error dynamics of Eq. (45), Eq. (47) is inserted
into Eq. (46). This results in the following error dynamics equation
with a constrained equation:

e =(Am + K)e + (I — BBY)[—f(x, t) + Amx + Bmr — Ke] x (I — BB¥)
(48)

[—F(x, t) + AmX + B — Ke] = 0 (49)

If the constrained Eq. (49) is satisfied, and the eigenvalues of
(Am +K) locate on the left half plane, then the error of Eq. (48) will
converge to zero.

3.3.1. Compensator design

The input values of the plantrepresented by Eq. (47) can be spec-
ified under the condition that the unknown function of h(x,t) +d(t)
should be pre-defined. If the unknown function h(x,t) + d is a contin-
uous one and the time delay L is small enough, then the difference
between h(x,t)+d and h(x(t — L),t — L)+d(t — L) is minimal, that is:

h(x, t)+d ~ h(x(t — L), t —L)+d(t — L)
=x(t—L)—f(x(t—L),t —L)—B(x(t —L), t — L)u(t — L)
(50)
Therefore, unknown estimated values are obtained from the

previous measurement value, state variables, and control input
information.

In most cases, the matrix of B(x,t) is always unknown or uncer-
tain, therefore, B, which is the estimation of B(x,t), is used. The
following equation can be then be derived from Egs. (47) and (50).

U=BH{—f(x, t) = x(t — L)+ f(x(t — L), t — L)+ B(t — Lu(t — L) (51)

The control input of Eq. (51) can be described simply by placing
the sampling time Ts equal to L or multiplying the integer for the
purpose of easy calculation. A more careful decision of the Ts can
be referenced [29].

3.3.2. Observer design

In the above TDC expressions, all state variables are assumed to
be observable. In a real feedback control problem, however, not all
the variables are measurable. Therefore, it is compulsory to design
an observer that can be interfaced with TDC, such as the Leuen-
berger observer for accurate control. For the unknown non-linear
system, the unknown uncertainty and state variables should be
observed. As areference model is introduced in the present system,
the following simplified linear observer can be utilized:

Z=AmZ+Bmr+F(y —y) = Amz + Bmr + FC(z — x) (52)

where z and y are the observer state variable and the observer out-
put, respectively. The reference model dynamics is used by the
above-observed model, because the plant dynamics of Eq. (43)
follow the reference dynamics under the application of TDC. The
observed variable z is utilized instead of the state variable x, and
the time delayed estimation of the unknown dynamics h(x,t)+d is
accomplished by variable z. Therefore, the control input u is deter-
mined as:

u=BY—f(z,t) = h(z,t) — d + &mn — Ace} (53)
h(x,t)+d =2(t —L)— f(z(t — L), t — L) — B(t — L)u(t — L) (54)

The objective of the time delay controller is to render accurately
the control output to follow the reference model output, although
some output disturbances or parameter changes might exist. In
doing so, the reference model is designed to have asymptotical sta-
ble roots. Since the compressor plant dynamics are represented
approximately by third order [30], the reference model is designed
to have:

Xm(S) _ 5w (55)
R(S) (2 4 2¢wns + @2 )(s + 5¢wn)

The steady-state form of the reference model has the following

form:
0 0 0

An= |0 0 1 (56)
—5{w3  —10(Pwi + w?) —Tiwn
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0
Bm=|0
5¢wp

(57)

The steady-state form of the error matrix is represented as:

0 1 0

Ag= |0 0 1
—5¢w3  —10(82wf + @f) —7¢wn

(58)

In the TDC design, it is very important to obtain the estimated
value of B and the pseudo-inverse of B*. They are expressed as

B=10.1429 0.5285 1.0591]" (59)

B+ = (BB) 'BT =[0.1005 0.3718 0.7451]" (60)

The simulink block diagram for TDC in the present study is given
in Fig. 4.

4. Simulation results and analysis

The step input response of oxygen stoichiometry, both with and
without LQG controllers is shown in Fig. 5. As shown in the fig-
ures, the LQG controller with a Kalman estimator tracks the step
input well. The simulation is also performed with input noise, and
the LQG controller effectively attenuates the noise. From the data
in Fig. 5(c), it is manifest that the open-loop PEMFC stoichiometry
with a large value converges very slowly. The LQG controller con-
trols the oxygen stoichiometry well near the value of 2, but there is
a slight deviation from the desired value. This proves that the LQG
is not robust. A stack voltage comparison between FF, LQG and TDC
is given in Fig. 6. The voltage fluctuation with the LQG controller
is larger than those of other controllers because the PEMFC plant
for the LQG control is linear; the oxygen stoichiometry fluctuates
larger than the others. A larger rate of oxygen mass flow increases
the pressure inside the cathode, which causes a larger stack volt-
age and thereby, increases the parasitic power and decreases the
net power. Moreover, the LQG controller shows a sluggish response
to reach the other steady-state operating point, which hinders the
delivery of immediate power supply in vehicular applications. The
LQG controller does not show overshoot, however, because rela-
tively high damping is involved in the controller during the design
process of the LQG. As the LQG controller does not regulate oxygen
stoichiometry well and has sluggish transient response, only the FF
and TDC comparisons are made to discuss the transient response
for the PEMFC.

Fig. 7 shows the transient performance of the fuel cell system
related to certain steps of the stack current and corresponding vari-
ables from the FF and TDC models. It is evident that the discrepancy
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Fig. 5. Comparison between LQG and open-loop system.

between the performances of the FF and TDC models is small. As
shown in Fig. 7(a), every step of the stack current lasts for at least
2.5, and the electrical load during 17.5-2.5s is assumed to be the
same as that during 12.5-7.5s. Since the stack current increases,
the dynamic response during 0-7.5s in Fig. 7(b) shows that the
air stoichiometric ratio cannot follow this sharp disturbance and
decreases instantaneously due to the inertia of the compressor.
The increased consumption of oxygen causes the cathode inlet
pressure to decrease a little synchronously, as shown in Fig. 7(c).
The dynamics of the fuel cell system then transfers gradually to a
new steady-state under the updated control inputs. With the step-
change of the control input, vcomp, the late-increment of the cathode
inlet pressure reveals a characteristic of non-minimum phase. This
is because both the inlet manifold and compressor inertia exist. If
the control input does not correspond to the variation in stack cur-
rent, a too-sharp increment in the electric load might deplete the
oxygen and collapse the fuel cell system. As shown in Fig. 7(b), the
FF controller renders the stoichiometry to be approximately 2, but
there might be some minor deviation around 2 due to system non-
linearity. FF shows a deeper drop of stoichiometry than TDC and
this can cause oxygen starvation. Oxygen stoichiometry also shows
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Fig. 6. Comparison of FF, LQG and TDC controller response.
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that FF has a sluggish response to the current input because FF has a
larger time constant than TDC. Meanwhile, TDC has a fast transient
response and the stoichiometry converges to 2 as soon as the tran-
sient response vanishes. As the main objective of the PEMFC control
is to keep the oxygen stoichiometry to 2 with minimal anode and
cathode pressure difference, TDC has better transient performance
than FF. For the cathode inlet pressure control, as shown in Fig. 7(c),
the FF control shows larger pressure existence inside the cathode
than the TDC during 10-30s. This means that a larger airflow rate
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is necessary, as shown by the stoichiometry value. As a greater air-
flow is required, a larger parasitic power loss is engaged, as shown
in Fig. 7(d) and (e). The stack voltage output is given in Fig. 7(f) and
illustrates that more oxygen is required in the FF control than in
TDC.

The transient behaviour of the stack voltage is closely relayed to
two physical variables: oxygen stoichiometry and relative humid-
ity [31,32]. As shown in Fig. 7(g), the relative humidity obtained
from both control methods is almost the same. The transient char-
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Fig. 7. Comparison between FF and TDC for PEM fuel cell variables. (a) Stack current; (b) Oxygen stoichiometry; (c) Cathode pressure; (d) Fuel cell power; (e) Net power; (f)

Stack voltage; (g) Cathode relative humidity; (h) Compressor outlet temperature.
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Fig. 7. (Continued )

acteristics of the stack voltage is strongly dependent on the oxygen
stoichiometry only. In general, when the stack current increases
suddenly, the stack voltage has undershoot characteristics and
reaches the steady-state after a certain amount time elapses. This

amount of time is called the ‘time delay’. During this time, due to the
supply of humidified gas and internal hydration from the electro-
osmotic drag and back diffusion, the membrane becomes hydrated,
which results in voltage recovery. Likewise, when the load changes
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Fig. 7. (Continued ).

from high to low, the stack voltage shows an overshoot with a time
delay. In the simulation, as the stack current increases suddenly
from 250 to 285A at 10s, as shown in Fig. 7(a), the stack volt-
age drops instantaneously, as shown in Fig. 7(f). Undershoots are
observed from both control actions, but the time delay from FF is a
little longer than that of TDC. The steady-state voltage of the FF is
also larger than that of the TDC because the oxygen stoichiometry
of the FF is larger than that of the TDC. As the time delay is closely
related to the air supply speed, TDC shows a slightly better transient
behaviour in considering the time delay. Another load increase is
engaged at 22.5s, and the stack voltage variation has the same
characteristics as shown at 10s. The instantaneous stoichiometry,
however, drops below 1.6 with the FF control action, as shown in
Fig. 9(b). Itis reported that if the oxygen stoichiometry is below 1.6,
the stack voltage becomes unstable, and it has a longer time delay
to reach a steady-state condition [31]. In this sense, the FF control
may have an undesirable transient effect in considering a reliable
fuel cell operation. Meanwhile, when the load changes from high
to low, the stack voltage shows an overshoot. At 12.5 s, the sudden
change in stack current occurs from 282 to 240 A. The oxygen stoi-
chiometry of TDC is maintained well at 2, but that of the FF shows a
lower one. Both control actions show a voltage overshoot, as shown
in Fig. 7(f), but a larger overshoot is detected for FF control. The FF
control also shows a longer time delay than that of the TDC con-
trol. The steady-state voltage for FF control is also lower than that
of the TDC because the oxygen stoichiometry is smaller than the
optimum value of 2. Although an ample airflow rate and pressure

increase stack voltage and electric power, the excessive compres-
sor parasitic power degrades the net power, as shown in Fig. 7(d)
and (e). These represent a trade-off between the stack and the com-
pressor. In net power consumption, neither of the control methods
shows a large difference. If the relative humidity is too low, then the
membrane dries out and the conductivity decreases. By contrast, if
the relative humidity is too high, it produces an accumulation of lig-
uid water on the electrodes, which can flood and block the pores,
making gas diffusion difficult [33]. Fig. 7(g) illustrates the relative
humidity of the cathode side with a value between 0.9 and 0.97;
therefore, the relative humidity is well controlled and thus prevents
water flooding or membrane drying using TDC. Fig. 7(h) shows the
compressor outlet temperature; since higher oxygen stoichiometry
requires more air supply the compressor temperature will increase
as expected. FF has more temperature fluctuation than TDC, and a
higher temperature (nearly 10K) is observed in the FF control than
in the TDC. It should be noted, however, that both controls need to
be cooled to meet the fuel cell operating temperature.

The running trajectory of the compressor related to the same
steps of the stack current and the control input in Fig. 7 is demon-
strated in Fig. 8. It can be seen that the compressor almost works
in the high-efficiency zones. Therefore, there is a good size match
between the stack and the compressor.

The anode transient characteristics are presented in Fig. 9. The
purge is conducted for 1s every 5s interval, as shown in Fig. 9(a),
which also gives the purged hydrogen flow rate. Since the purged
flow rate depends on the pressure difference between anode and

Pressure ratio

0.06

0.07
Wep(kgls)

Fig. 8. Compressor map.
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Fig. 9. Anode control. (a) Purge time and purged mass flow rate; (b) Cathode and anode pressure profiles.

atmospheric pressures, the purged flow rate differs at each purge
operation. As shown in Fig. 9(b), the anode pressure profile agrees
well with the cathode profile with a pressure difference of nearly
zero. Given that the hydrogen flow control is intended to minimize
the pressure difference across the membrane, TDC performs well to
prevent an abrupt pressure gradient difference. Nevertheless, there
appear to be minor ripples in the anode pressure because a minor
pressure difference always exists between the hydrogen pumping
pressure and the inside of the anode pressure. Furthermore, the
purging operation instantaneously drops the anode pressure. Anal-
ysis shows that the purging effect is not dominant, which agrees
with the findings of Bao et al. [17]. If the purging time is longer
than 1s, it shows a larger anode pressure drop. The exact effect of
purging time and hydrogen stoichiometry on the anode pressure
drop can be taken from Gou et al. [34]. Since the pressure differ-
ence between anode and cathode is nearly zero, this proves that
the membrane inertial dynamic fluctuation force could be well-
maintained to prolong the life of the PEMFC.

5. Conclusions

A PEMFC dynamical model is constructed with a compressor,
cooler and humidifier at the cathode, and a hydrogen recirculation
injection pump and purging valve at the anode. The compressor
input voltage and hydrogen pumping control are selected for the
control inputs to improve transient performance, respond quickly
to power requirement demands, and prevent oxygen starvation by
accurately preserving the desired oxygen stoichiometry as quickly

as possible. The objective of the present control is to regulate
immediately the oxygen stoichiometry with minimal fluctuation
and zero pressure difference between the cathode and the anode.
The PEMEFC system is highly non-linear with continuous, varying
requested power demand in vehicle applications and changing
parameters due to temperature variation. A robust control tech-
nique is necessary to satisfy these objectives. TDC is chosen and
designed to fulfill these objectives satisfactorily. Static FF and LGQ
control are also applied in order to prove the effectiveness of TDC
in improving transient dynamics. The results show that TDC reg-
ulates the oxygen stoichiometry very well with a relatively quick
response, and that it minimizes the pressure difference between
the anode and the cathode. TDC shows less of a stoichiometry drop
than FF, which might prevent oxygen starvation. TDC also gives
faster response in oxygen stoichiometry than FF, which is impor-
tantin supplying immediate power delivery in vehicle applications.
Moreover, it provides a well-maintained relative humidity to pre-
vent water flooding or membrane drying. For anode control, it can
effectively control anode pressure to allow for a minimum devia-
tion from that at the cathode. In order to minimize the fluctuation
of air and fuel pressures further for the sake of stack longevity, other
power sources are necessary to alleviate the rapid changes in power
demanded from the PEMFC.
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